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The cover picture shows three representative struc-
tures of complex natural products. They exemplify
the main topic discussed in the Microreview by
E. Gravel and E. Poupon on p. 27 ff: To what
extent can natural substances be assembled
spontaneously in nature? The modular architec-
ture of the Pompidou Centre for modern art and
creation in Paris has been chosen as a back-
ground. Indeed, this masterpiece of architec-
tural design has obvious references to the
complexity of living systems.
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